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be best utilized to maximize the ability of
the government to detect, identify, locate,
and apprehend potential terrorists in the
United States. Databases from all appro-
priate Federal agencies, state and local gov-
ernments, and commercial databases should
be included in this review. The utility of
advanced data mining software should also
be addressed. To the extent that there may
be legal barriers to such data sharing, the
Director of the OSTP shall submit to the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget proposed legislative remedies. The
study also should make recommendations,
propose timelines, and project budgetary
requirements.

The Director of the OSTP shall make
these recommendations to the President
through the Homeland Security Council
within 60 days.

6. Budgetary Support

The Office of Management and Budget
shall work closely with the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Secretaries of State and of the

Treasury, the Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security, and all other appro-
priate agencies to review the budgetary
support and identify changes in legislation
necessary for the implementation of this
directive and recommend appropriate sup-
port for a multi-year program to provide
the United States a robust capability to pre-
vent aliens who engage in or support ter-
rorist activity from entering or remaining
in the United States or the smuggling of
implements of terrorism into the United
States. The Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall make an interim
report through the Homeland Security
Council to the President on the rec-
ommended program within 30 days, and
shall make a final report through the
Homeland Security Council to the Presi-
dent on the recommended program within
60 days.

GEORGE W. BUsH

NotE: This directive was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 30.

Remarks Announcing the Lessons of Liberty Initiative in Rockville,

Maryland
October 30, 2001

Thank you all very much. Sit down. Be-
have yourself. [Laughter] Thank you for the
warm welcome. [Laughter] I'm honored to
be here to announce a national effort to
bring together veterans and students all
across America during the week of Veterans
Day, to give our young examples of duty
and courage at a time when both are sorely
needed.

I want to thank Senator Dole for being
here. I appreciate his eloquence and his
service to the country. He is a—[applause].
I want to thank the two members of my
Cabinet who traveled with me today, Sec-
retary Principi and Secretary Paige, both

of whom represent the best of public serv-
ice. I want to thank Congresswoman
Connie Morella for being here, as well.

Rebecca, thank you for opening up your
beautiful school. I want to thank you, and
I want to thank the teachers who are here.
Teaching is such a noble profession. And
if some of you students are wondering what
you might want to do when you get older,
think about teaching.

I also want to thank the students and
the veterans and my fellow Americans. I
can assure you it makes some of us old
guys feel warm in our hearts when we see
the enthusiasm you have for your school
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and the love you have for your country.
I am proud to be standing with the Patri-
ots.

We're a nation of patriots. The attacks
of September the 11th and the attacks that
have followed were designed to break our
spirit. But instead, they've created a new
spirit in America. We have a renewed spirit
of patriotism. We see it in the countless
flags that are flying everywhere in America.
We hear it in familiar phrases that move
us more deeply than ever before. We all
know that this is one Nation, under God.
And we pray that God will bless America,
the land that we all love, regardless of our
race, regardless of our religion, regardless
of where we live.

We have a renewed appreciation of the
character of America. We are a generous
people, a thoughtful people who hurt and
share the sadness when people lose their
life or when people are hurt. We've helped
each other in every way we know, in dona-
tions, in acts of kindness, in public memo-
rials, in private prayer. We have shown in
difficult times that we’re not just a world
power, that were a good and kind and
courageous people.

As we pursue the enemy in Afghanistan,
we feed the innocents. As we try to bring
justice to those who have harmed us, we
find those who need help. The events of
these 7 weeks have shown something else.
They have shown a new generation, your
generation, that America and the cause of
freedom have determined enemies, that
there are people in this world who hate
what America stands for. They hate our
success; they hate our liberty. We have
learned all too suddenly that there are evil
people who have no regard for human life
and will do whatever it takes to try to bring
this mighty Nation to its knees.

On the Korean War Memorial in Wash-
ington are these words: “Freedom is not
free.” Our commitment to freedom has al-
ways made us a target of tyranny and intol-
erance. Anyone who sets out to destroy
freedom must eventually attack America,
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because were freedom’s home. And we
must always be freedom’s home and free-
dom’s defender. We must never flinch in
the face of adversity, and we won't.

You've been learning this by studying
your history—at least some of you by study-
ing your history. [Laughter] Now youre
learning the price of freedom by following
the news. Youre learning that to be an
American citizen in a time of war is to
have duties. You're learning how a strong
country responds to a crisis by being alert
and calm, resolute and patient.

And youre the first students who ever
learned the—who have had to learn the
reality that we’re having to fight a war on
our own land. You're the first generation
of students who has ever witnessed a war
fought in America. This is a two-front war
we fight. On one front is the homefront.
Our Government is doing everything we
possibly can to disrupt and deny and de-
stroy anyone who would harm America
again. And the truth of the matter is, the
best way to fight for the homeland is to
find the terrorists wherever they hide,
wherever they run, and to bring them to
justice.

I also want to make it clear that the
doctrine I laid out to the United States
Congress is a doctrine this Nation will en-
force. It says clearly that if you harbor a
terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you pro-
vide sanctuary to a terrorist, if you fund
a terrorist, you are just as guilty as the
terrorist that inflicted the harm on the
American people.

Our Nation gave those who harbor the
Al Qaida organization ample opportunity to
respond to reasonable demands. Our de-
mands were just, and they were fair. We
said very simply, “Turn over Al Qaida. Send
the terrorists out of your land. Release the
innocent Americans and other foreigners
you hold hostage in Afghanistan, and de-
stroy Al Qaida terrorist camps and training
activity camps.” And we gave them ample
opportunity to respond, and they chose the
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wrong course. And then—they will now pay
a price for choosing the wrong course.

This is a nation that is resolved to win.
And win we must, not only for your genera-
tion but for generations to come.

This country has always been able to
count on men and women of great courage.
From the day America was founded, 48
million have worn the uniform of the
United States. More than 25 million vet-
erans are living today, some of whom are
with us at Wootton High, and you may
know some of them in your families. I
know one such veteran. He fought in
World War II, like Senator Dole—my dad.

We must remember that many who
served in our military never lived to be
called veterans. We must remember many
had their lives changed forever by experi-
ences or the injuries of combat. All vet-
erans are examples of service and citizen-
ship for every American to remember and
to follow.

In 12 days, on Veterans Day, we will
honor them. We will remember the Bob
Doles of the world. We will remember a
generation that liberated Europe and Asia
and put an end to concentration camps.
We will remember generations that fought
in the cold mountains of Korea and
manned the outposts of the cold war. We
will remember those who served in the jun-
gles of Vietnam and on the sands of the
Persian Gulf. In each of these conflicts,
Americans answered danger with incredible
courage. We were equal to every challenge.
And now a great mission has been given
a new generation, our generation, and we
vow not to let America down.

Today I have a special mission for our
veterans and a special request of our
schools. T ask all public, private, and home
schools to join our Lessons for Liberty ini-
tiative by inviting a veteran to speak to
your students during the week of Veterans
Day. I'm particularly pleased to announce
that Wootton High has already put out the
cal, and Ron Ten Eyck has answered.

Ron’s a veteran of World War II. You need
to listen to what he has to say.

Lessons of Liberty is supported by vet-
erans groups all across America: American
Legion, VFW, Military Order of the World
Wars, as well as education groups all across
our country. Anyone interested in partici-
pating in this important event should go
to this web page, www.va.gov, and then
click on Veterans Day.

In addition to launching Lessons of Lib-
erty, I will sign a proclamation in a minute
asking all Americans to observe the week
of November 11th as National Veterans
Awareness Week. In these difficult days
here in America, I ask all of us, children
and adults, to remember the valor and sac-
rifice of our veterans. American veterans
have extraordinary stories. We should listen
to them. American veterans preserved our
world and freedom, and we should honor
them. American veterans show us the
meaning of sacrifice and citizenship, and
we should learn from them.

Americans should always honor our vet-
erans. At this moment, we especially need
the example of their character. And we
need a new generation to set examples of
its own, examples in service and sacrifice
and courage. These veterans have shaped
our history, and with their values, your gen-
eration will help guide our future.

God bless. May God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. in
the auditorium at Thomas S. Wootton High
School. In his remarks, he referred to former
Senator Bob Dole; Rebecca Newman, prin-
cipal, Thomas S. Wootton High School; and
Ron Ten Eyck, commander, American Le-
gion Post 86, Rockville, MD. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks. The
Veterans Day proclamation of October 30 is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.
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